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Guidelines for Expressing
Opinions and Ideas
in the Hebrew University Community

sic Principle: Tolerance

The Hebrew University of Jerusalem community recognizes the importance of
expressing opinions and ideas and of critical public discourse. Freedom of expression is
an essential element in realizing individual autonomy and maintaining a democratic
society.

Engaging in public discussion on controversial issues is essential for the vitality of any
democratic society. Expressing unpopular opinions often requires moral courage. Hence,
the University protects freedom of speech and adopts a highly tolerant stance regarding
expressions of opinion, including such that may be regarded by many as offensive. As a
rule, the preferred response to irritating or outrageous statements is a counter-speech.

e University’'s Duty and the Community’s Responsibility

As an institution of higher education committed to promoting open dialogue and critical
thinking, the Hebrew University avoids, as a matter of principle, restrictions of freedom of
speech. This approach applies to all community members.

It places significant responsibility on each of us to carefully consider the positions we
choose to express publicly and the way we do so. In the University community, it is
imperative that we all consider the potential consequences of our statements and how
they might affect fellow community members and our individual and group relations, as
well as the University’s relations with other communities and groups in Israeli society.

Guidelines for Community Members

Expressing support for the October 7 massacre undermines the
foundations on which human society is based. It reflects disregard for
human life and severely offends the dignity of every member of the
University community. It is also illegal.

It is permissible and appropriate to express empathy for innocent victims,
whether they are Israelis, Palestinians, or others. It is permissible to call on
the government to avoid or minimize harm to innocent lives.

All statements should be made in a manner that respects other members
of the University community. In making and responding to comments, we
recommend focusing on the content of claims rather than on personal
attributes of any author, and to completely avoid offensive statements. The
more serious the statement or allegation, the more essential it is to support
it with a solid and detailed factual basis.

In all expressions, one must consider the anticipated consequences, both
deliberate and unintentional. Expressing support for terrorism, inciting
hatred and racism, or advocating violence are strictly and absolutely
forbidden. When in doubt, it is crucial to clarify the author’s intent in order
to minimize the risk of misunderstandings and potential offense.

Generalizations that attribute negative qualities or wrongful acts to people
based on group characteristics such as religion, nationality, or gender
should be avoided. It is forbidden to instigate action against people on the
basis of group characteristics. Such statements may be considered
incitement to racism and are prohibited because they can be particularly
harmful: they may encourage discriminatory behavior, reinforce biases,
and offend the dignity of individuals belonging to the targeted group.

These guidelines are mandatory for all members of the University
community, including academic staff, administrative staff, and students.

We are looking forward to the opening of the academic year as soon as
possible. Together, we will work together to strengthen the University
community, its cohesion and prosperity.




